


ANNUAL FEES: 

Single $25.00     Junior $12.00     Family $35.00     Fees due for payment on April 1st each year. 

Bank: Kiwibank. Account No: 38-9017-0102848-00 (Use your NAME and SUBS as reference) 

Application form and fees may be sent to:- Karen de Wit (Treasurer), 74A Kirton Drive, Upper Hutt. 

Phone 021 1240174 or home 04 5286 796 

Email:  kpdewit@xtra.co.nz 

   

     

 Membership Type  

 

 Name 

 Address 

 City 

 Phone (home) 

 Phone (Mobile) 

 Email address 

 Name and Breed of Rally dogs 

 I/We agree to comply with the NZARO Rules and Regulations  

 I will pay by the following method  

 

  

  

 Single 

 Junior (under 18 years) 

 Family (2nd and subsequent members of a family residing at same address) 

 Returning member 

 New member 

 Post cheque 

 Internet banking 

mailto:kpdewit@xtra.co.nz


The Dog You Have Today 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A few months ago Bubba and I were in obedience class, 
and he was being an out-of-control jerk.  The trainer 
could see my obvious frustration (the eye rolls and 
sighs must have given it away) and she stopped me and 
said something that I will remember for the rest of my 
life…..”you need to deal with the dog you have to-
day.  Not the one you had yesterday.  Not the one who 
did everything right last time.  The dog you have to-
day”. 

Last week in obedience class Bubba was a rockstar.  He 
was so well-behaved and focused a visitor to the class 
thought he was there to demonstrate appropriate be-
havior to the other dogs.   I was patting myself on the 
back (mentally) smug and self-satisfied with how 
well  my dog was trained.  The next day at lunch a lady 
stopped and told me that Bubba was the best behaved 
dog she’d ever seen.  Monday we went in the Family 
Dollar store with his trainer to work on public access 
skills.  He was amazing; focused and calm. 

Today Bubba acted like he had never even seen a leash 
before.  His trainer tried to use him as an example for 
the “leave it” exercise.  He did not leave it.  When we 
went in the back room to practice stays and come.  He 
didn’t come when called. When it was time for loose-
leash walking, he pulled a little.  Today was obviously 
NOT a good day for obedience work.  And that’s 
okay.  Just because he wasn’t focused today doesn’t 
mean he’s ill-trained or has forgotten all of the hours of 
work we’ve put in together.  No, it just meant he was 
feeling like a goof today.  And it’s my job as handler to 

start from where he is, and work upwards from 
there.  There is a reason that a true service or therapy 
dog has completed hundreds and hundreds of hours of 
training…… 

The dog I had today was more interested in playing ball than 
in a perfect “stay”. 

There is no room in positive reinforcement training for frus-
tration or impatience.  All that does is drive a wedge be-
tween handler and dog. Tomorrow will be a different day, 
and maybe we can return to the precision work I’ve come to 
expect from him.  No one is good all of the time.  No one 
wants to be serious 100% of the time.  And that includes 
dogs. 

Today my dog wanted to be a playmate……..not a role-
model.  So after class we played ball…and we ended the 
afternoon calm and happy instead of tense and frustrat-
ed.  Our goal is to increase our bond….not destroy it with 
impatience.                                                                                 
Been there...Done that                                                                
and aren’t they good at making you look the fool  





HELP 

E very Boy needs a dog ….I am not so sure this dog needs these 

boys 





 

There Is No Easy Way To Say Goodbye 

By Linda Guiness 

I have owned dogs most of my life and had always 
wanted to try out sled racing.  

I gave it a go with my husky/border cross Sam-
bucca, but after years of competing with me in obe-
dience and agility, he drew the line at towing me 
around behind him on a scooter.  

I respected his wishes, allowed him to retire with 
dignity and Jagermeister (Jager) came into our lives 
at the age of five months - we were his third home. 

Jager and I both loved this new sport and the rest 
of our canine family Sambucca, Sake and Fusion 
enjoyed running alongside us up the  

beach at dawn in training. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unfortunately, after a few years of racing Jager's  

breathing became laboured on the cold, winter 
mornings and we took him to Massey to have his 
respiratory system checked out.  

It turned out that he was asthmatic, so no more 
hard exercise for him.  

He was always up to mischief and nothing edible 
was ever   safe at his level - even broccoli stalks. 

He was prescribed an asthma inhaler twice a day 
which, thanks to clicker training and positive rein-
forcement, he came to relish. 

Sadly, just a few weeks ago, Jager had a series of 
violent seizures and we found ourselves  

back up at Massey with some very difficult choices 
to make.  

We decided to let him go peacefully while still on a 
ventilator.  
It turned out that at the young age of six, he had an 
inoperable brain tumour. 

We lost a beautiful, mischievous soul who loved his cud-

dles and brought us much joy and laughter, way too soon. 

 

 

 



 

 

A  common problem but an annoying one: Your dog is 
well-behaved when you're home, but as soon as you leave, 
he can't seem to keep his mouth shut. It's driving your 
neighbours nuts. Instead of being ousted from the neigh-
bourhood, try these tricks, courtesy of Mary 
Burch, Ph.D., AKC's Canine Good Citizen and S.T.A.R. Puppy 
Director, Certified Applied Animal Behaviourist. 

Exercise. Make sure your dogs have an adequate amount of 
exercise before you leave in the morning. Tired dogs are 
more likely to want a quiet rest time. If possible, have a dog 
walker come mid-day. 

Toys, canine puzzles. There are a number of products that 
give the dog something to do. Treats can be placed inside a 
Kong toy, and the dog will work to get the treats out. This is 
a behavior that is incompatible to barking. 

Familiar sounds. A common suggestion by trainers for dogs 
who bark when owners are gone is to leave the dog with 
some familiar sounds such as a radio or television. The idea 
is that these approximate the household sounds when the 
owner is present. 

Citronella collars. Citronella collars spray a burst of citron-
ella when the dog barks. Citronella is made from the oils of 
lemongrass, and it is often used in perfumes, candles, and 
incense. This collar is seen as a humane alternative to shock 
bark collars. There can be a problem when more than one 
dog is barking and the collar is sometimes hard to fit on very 
small dogs. Online reviewers report that some dogs learn to 
bark in tones and frequencies the collar does not detect. 

Anti-barking devices (non-collar). There are several anti-
barking devices that do not involve collars. For example, the 
Dog Silencer Pro detects barks and sends a high-pitched 
sound that only dogs can hear. This device works with multi-
ple dogs or a neighbour's outside barking dogs. 

When finding a solution, keep in mind that as the dog’s 
trainer (or animal behaviourist), finding the function of the 
behaviour is important. If the dog is barking because he is 
bored, providing something for the dog to do (e.g., a 
Kong filled with treats) may solve the problem. However, if 
the dog is barking because he has separation issues, that 
may require a completely different solution. Sometimes, the 
easiest solutions work, but for dogs who have established 
barking as a leisure time activity, a simple solution does not 
always work. 

Dog  Barking when Home Alone 
 

http://caninegoodcitizen.wordpress.com
http://caninegoodcitizen.wordpress.com


RALLY ON  

Projection Games  by Andrea Dugan 

This is an Ebook of 28 pages that was  put out in 

February 2016  by Andrea Dugan who is from  Tri-

al Ready Dog Training.com 

It is a very informative booklet designed to help 

teach the dog how to move his  body with some 

fluency  and NOT , as is the norm, on how to ne-

gotiate each sign. 

Andrea focuses on 3 projection points  that are 

applicable no matter what sport you are training 

your dog for.  To train for focus on: 

YOU  He learns to ignore the treats     

           He Learns to ignore the environment     

           He learns to look to you for information                                        

ON HIS BODY   Front Feet 

                            Rear Feet 

                            Head Position 

                            Maintaining Position 

                            Maintaining appropriate speed         

ON THE ENVIRONMENT   

                            Jump 

                            Dumbell 

                             Target 

                             Platform 

The six basic skills needed for Rally  are covered  

in detail 

Down/Maintain                      Jump/Advanced level 

Find and Maintain Front        Sit/maintain 

Find and Maintain Heel           Stand/Maintain 

All the necessary skills in  teaching these are cov-

ered as well as the use of pivot blocks, balance 

boards a nd platforms for greater precision a nd 

all at a  very reasonable price 

Contact: A  Dugan 

www.TrialReadyDogTraining.com 


